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Sept. 19: Lt. Gen. Prosper Avril swore in a predominantly civilian cabinet and said a return to
democracy is the "final objective" of his rule. He pledged to restore public order and maintain a
dialogue with the population. The new cabinet includes 10 professionals and only one military
officer, Defense Minister Col. Carl Dorsainvil. In an interview with the Washington Post, opposition
leader and human rights activist Gerard Gourgue described Avril as "remarkably intelligent,
educated and courteous. I'm not a prophet, but I think this is definitely an improvement." According
to Gourgue, if Avril had come to power instead of Lt. Gen. Henri Namphy when Jean-Claude
Duvalier fled to France Feb. 7, 1986, "we would not have lost these 31 months to violence and
disorder." Gourgue was one of several front-running presidential candidates in an aborted
election last Nov. 29. [In February 1986, Avril worked behind the scenes to organize the departure
of Jean-Claude Duvalier and form a new government. The following month he was forced to
step down from his post as adviser to the first post-Duvalier government council amid street
protests by Haitians, who pointed out that he had served Duvalier for 12 years.] Young officers
in the presidential guard, who led the coup deposing Namphy on Saturday and Sunday, and
noncommissioned officers from the adjacent Dessalines Barracks, reportedly presented Avril with
20 demands late on Sept. 17. Sixteen of the demands were for better conditions for the troops.
Other demands were as follows: * Unnamed officers at the Dessalines Barracks must stop giving
rifles to civilians. [Gunmen who killed at least 34 during the Nov. 29 polling were believed to
have been armed at Dessalines.] * Officers with 30 years of service forced to retire to maintain
institutional order in the 7,000-member military. * A clearer division between the police and the
Army. * Restoration of the constitution composed in 1987 and abrogated by Namphy. Business and
traffic in the capital appeared to have returned to normal, and the international airport reopened.
A man believed to be a supporter of former Port-au-Prince mayor Franck Romain, was beaten to
death Monday morning by a mob in a slum neighborhood of the capital. Romain is widely believed
to have masterminded an attack on a Catholic church in Port-au-Prince on Sept. 11, resulting in at
least 11 dead, 70 injured and destruction the church. Romain and several of his followers sought
refuge on the evening of Sept. 17 in the Dominican Republic Embassy. On Monday evening several
persons were executed by soldiers, their bodies left in the streets. Two headless victims were
also reportedly found on the outskirts of the capital. The victims were often said to be Tontons
Macoute who owed their allegiance to Romain. [As of Sept. 21, Romain and followers remained
at the Dominican Embassy.] Troops from the elite 400-man Leopards unit, based in a hilltop Portau-Prince suburb, seized their commander, Col. Denis Abelard. After taking Abelard across the
city in a jeep convoy, the troops shoved him through the door of the Army general headquarters
in the midst of a volley of rifle fire. Sept. 20: Local radio reports, confirmed by diplomats, said
several officers in armed services as diverse as the police and Air Corps had been arrested or
driven from their commands by young noncommissioned officers. Mutinies occurred in at least 11
military and police units since Sept. 18. According to radio reports, soldiers in Gonaives, north of
the capital, fired into the air to demand the resignation of the provincial commander, Col. Gambetta
Hipolite. Hipolite is believed to have helped arm gunmen who attacked voters and halted the Nov.
29 presidential election. In Mirebalais, another central provincial town, Lt. Simeon Francois fled
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into hiding to avoid violent expulsion. At the 4th Police Corps, the main station in Port-au- Prince,
troops ousted Capt. Renaud Simbert and replaced with a captain named Lami, policemen said. Col.
Gessner Bruneau, commanding officer of the Army Air Corps was also removed by his troops. In
the morning, Henri Toussaint, a police agent with ties to the Tontons Macoute, was shot and killed
by soldiers on the street. Toussaint was said to have opened fire on a demonstration led by women
last year. Workers at the state power company, port authority and the national flour mill went on
strike, and demanded the removal of the heads of their companies, described as corrupt cronies
of the Namphy regime. Workers sacked the residence of the electricity company manager, while
soldiers looked on. The whereabouts of the three managers as of late Sept. 20 were unknown. Early
in the evening groups gathered around the capital pursuing reported Tontons Macoute through the
streets and looting their homes and cars. At a brief midday ceremony on the steps of the National
Palace, Avril promoted Herard Abraham to major general and named him temporary chief of staff
of the armed forces. Abraham was foreign minister until the coup. An officer from the Traffic Bureau
in the capital was stripped of his uniform by his men and left in the street in his underwear. Avril
announced the retirement of eight generals and the promotion of another eight officers. (Basic data
from Washington Post, 09/20/88, 09/21/88; AP, 09/19/88, 09/20/88; AFP, 09/20/88)
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